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Geeveston Community Hall 

Brady Street Geeveston 
Suitability summary 

Key 

      = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

       = Access desirable 

 

Asset summary 

KKey

    = Not available

      = Available
      

      = Access desirable

 

 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

   = Not an ideal venue

      = Particularly suitable

  = Suitable Venue 

       = No formal bar but tables available

      = No market at present
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The Geeveston Community Hall, backs onto Heritage Park 
and is close to the Forest Heritage Centre. It is a vibrant 
community heart for Geeveston. The user groups are 
represented on the Management Committee and are active 
and dedicated to making the hall a focus and benefit for 
the Geeveston community.  
 
The Hall’s proximity to accommodation for elderly 
residents make it an important facility for senior 
community members. The Hall is in almost daily use for 
fitness sessions, seniors events, and meals.  
 
This building was not designed for performances, with low 
ceilings and plenty of natural light, however small 
ensembles and variety nights are not impossible. The room 
is used frequently for seniors’ singalongs.  
 
The Guides and the local history group share the building. 

Past usage 

This hall was built in 2008, so current usage patterns are 
continuous since the opening. 

Current usage 

The Hall building incorporates an Archive and History 
Room, Scouts Room and Guides Room, a small 
kitchen/servery and the main hall. The Scouts are not 
currently operating so the Scout’s room is currently used 
as a store-room for chairs and a small moveable rostrum. 
 
The Hall enjoys regular weekly use by community groups 
including the Girl Guides, meals for pensioners, line 
dancing, health and wellness exercises and kick boxing. 
There is a monthly regular market run by members of the 
management committee. There are periodic events such 
as pensioner music days and the local Society for 
Creative Anachronism chapter, Lightwood, have held 
medieval feasts.  
 
Annual events include car rallies, the Christmas Pageant, 
Geeveston Spring Festival and Geeveston Carols which 
use the parkland in the rear as well as the hall.  
 
The Hall is also used as a polling station and a venue for 
community information meetings– such as a Heart 
Attack Information discussion held in early 2014. 
 
The Hall is also used for private gatherings – weddings, 
bridal showers, baby showers, birthday parties and 
funerals. 
 

 

 

 

Top:  Geeveston Community Hall interior 

Middle: The rear of the building showing the 
access to storage underneath  

Bottom: The view of the park from the deck   
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The Geeveston Primary School was listed for closure by 
the state government so it did not benefit from the recent 
Federal Government Schools Development Program. So 
unlike many localities that now enjoy new performing 
arts centres attached to schools, Geeveston does not have 
a public performance space in the township apart from 
the Community Hall.  

Shared amenities 

The Hall is shared with the Geeveston Guides  group and 
the local history group. 
 
There is some overlap between the community 
entrepreneurs at GeCO and the Hall, the Men’s Shed and 
the Lightwood Community workshops, now established 
in the old timber and metal working rooms at the 
Geeveston school. 

Suitability for music performance  

The Hall is used for pensioners music gatherings and 
sing-alongs, using the piano, however it is not equipped 
for a concert. With some draping to mitigate the natural 
reverberation, a small music performance could be 
staged with performers at floor level or on the 250mm 
high portable rostrum that is stored on-site. Stage 
lighting and small PA could be brought in. 
 
Currently, music performances in Geeveston are held in 
the Geeveston RSL club or at the Franklin Palais. 

Suitability for theatrical performance 

The Hall is not really suitable for any but the most basic 
theatrical performance although drama workshops could 
be held in the space if the natural reverberation was 
reduced with draping. 

Suitability for art or other exhibition 

The Management Committee are keen to host more art 
exhibitions as a very successful school art show was hung 
on A frame screens provided by  another organisation. 
 
The Management Committee have identified arranging 
access to a picture hanging system as a top priority 

Suitability for film screenings 

Without access to equipment, no films are shown. The 
Management Committee have slated the acquisition of or 
access to a data projector, small PA, celing mount and 
retractable screen as a priority. 

 

Top: There is on-street parking in front 
of the hall and a large parking area 

behind the Forest Heritage Centre   

Bottom: One air-conditioner is not 
enough 
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Building structure  

As the building is six years old it is structurally very 
sound. Vandalism to the external heat pump was recently 
repaired by the Council and the Council undertakes 
regular maintenance of the grounds. 

Parking 

There is ample parking for 17 cars in the street directly in 
front and 20+ less then 100m away in the town car park.  

Toilet facilities 

Mens 1 Urinal 
 1 Disabled access cubicle 
 1  Basin 
Womens 1 Cubicle 
 1 Disabled access cubicle 
 1 Basin 
 1 Shower 

Cleaning & waste management 

Cleaning and rubbish removal are undertaken by a 
contractor appointed by the management committee. 

Temperature control 

There is a single heat-pump air conditioner, which has 
been recently repaired after being vandalised in early 
2014. This air conditioner has been found to be sufficient 
in the summer months, however it does not have the 
capacity to heat the building during the winter.  
Membrs of the management committee noted that the 
large deck along the back of the hall sucks cold air into 
the sub-floor area of the building via the open deck 
boards. 

Disability access 

There is an access ramp to the main door of the building 
which would allow for a wheel chair entry to all areas of 
the hall.  
 
There are disabled access cubicles - one in the mens and 
one in the women’s toilets. 

Refreshment and catering facilities  

There is a kitchen area with a conventional domestic 
stove, a microwave and a sink for the preparation and 
serving of food through a hatch to the main hall.  

Loading dock and access 

There are double doors at the entrance and a wheelchair 
access ramp to the front door, however large staging 
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sections or equipment would be difficult to manoeuvre 
into the building.  

Backstage and storage 

The Scouts room is currently used for storing seating. 
The Guide’s room could possibly be used for an ersatz 
dressing room, at a pinch, but permission would need to 
be sought from the Guide troop. 
 
There is a large space beneath the floor of the hall. A 
concrete slab has been poured in a portion the sub-floor 
area to provide flat and relatively dry storage. However 
the regular gaps in the treated pine decking on the floor-
level verandah let rain in and compromises the dry 
storage space. 

Foyer and Front of House  

The main doors open directly onto the hall. There is no 
foyer but the hall does have a spacious verandah at the 
rear which could be used as a ‘foyer’ space in warm 
weather. 

Staging 

The Management Committee have constructed a small 
carpeted 30cm high polygonal rostrum that can be 
moved relatively easily. It is sufficient for a single speaker 
or musician to sit or stand. 

Seating  

There are 100 new plastic moulded stackable chairs that 
the HVC required the committee to purchase to replace 
the existing seating. The old chairs that have been passed 
on to the RSL Club. 

Exhibition equipment 

A hanging system with tracking installed on the walls is 
viewed by the Management Committee as the acquisition 
of the highest priority. 

Power 

There are 240v 10 amp outlets in the kitchen, the hall 
and auxiliary rooms. There is no 3-phase outlet. 

Audio 

There is no in-house PA. The acoustics of the main hall 
room are ‘live’ – the room is acoustically noisy without a 
room full of people to absorb some of the reflected noise. 

Top: The kitchen  

Bottom: Chairs are stored in 
the Scout Room   
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AV  

A data projector and bracket, a suitable small PA and a 
retractable screen were identified as the other priority 
acquisition to allow for film screenings as well as audio 
visual presentations at information meetings, weddings, 
funerals and other community events. 
 
Lighting  
The general house lighting in the hall is  fluorescent 
strip-lighting and some incandescent down lights in the 
ceiling. 

Fixtures for dressing and decoration  

The hall is new and the plaster walls preclude the 
attachment of any form of decoration. For events, any 
draping or backdrops would require push-up poles or the 
installation of some hanging points. 

Opportunities for events 

The location of the Geeveston Community Hall adjacent 
to Heritage Park is an opportunity for larger outdoor 
events. This hall is appropriate for its current uses, but it 
would also serve as an excellent operations centre for any 
festival that was to be held in the park behind it. 
 
The possibility of using the rear deck as a performance 
space/stage is precluded by the treated pine timber 
railings obscuring sight lines and the height above the 
ground. While the deck is unsuitable for performances, it 
would make a good vantage point for public address or 
an overview of activities in the park. 
 
Temporary staging could be sited below the deck, on the 
park, if performance space was required. 

Community links and promotion  

Events and public functions are promoted through the 
Huon News, HuonFM, GeCo – the Geeveston Community 
Centre and the newsletter of the local childcare centre, 
Wayraparatee Child and Family Centre  

Management committee 

The Hall Management Committee meets monthly and 
includes representatives of many of the user groups. 
Maree Masters rustimax01@yahoo.com 
Dave Prentice : 0427 900 044 
Maree and Dave manage the markets and many other 
community events.  
They are both on the Hall Management Committee  
Lois Bennett 6297 1522 and other Management 
Committee members are in the Line Dancing group.  

 

 

t 
y Top:  Poster for Society for Creative 

Anachronism event in Heritage Park  

Bottom: Heritage park   
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PPriorities for maintenance identified by management and users 

Short term: There is a plan to water-spray the exterior of the building to 
remove dust and cobwebs that have built up over Summer. It is considered 
that this is a bi-annual necessity. 

PPriorities for upgrades identified by management and users

Short term: The Management Committee have sought a quote for carpeting 
part of the hall, partly to soften the acoustic and partly for the exercise group 
that uses the venue for floor exercises for the elderly. 
 
Short term: An upgrade to the existing air conditioning system to allow for 
more effective heating in winter. 
 
Medium term: Access to a data projector and a stand or bracket and a 
retractable screen as a high priority. 
 
Access to a picture hanging system is also a high priority. 

OOpportunity for development 

Recommendation: That this venue would be ideally suited as an operations 
centre to an event that was staged in the adjoining parks – such as a large car 
show, the Geevetston Spring Fair or some other event generated by 
community interest. 

 

Below: Floor plan of Geeveston Community Centre courtesy of Huon Valley Council 
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Forest Heritage Centre 

Church Street Geeveston 

 

Key         

       = Not an ideal venue 

       = Particularly suitable 

       = Suitable Venue  

       = No formal bar but tables available 

       = No market at present 

 

Key 
      

       = Not available 
 

       = Available 
        

Suitability summary 

Asset summary 

The Geeveston Forest Heritage Centre is the old Geeveston 
Town Hall building. An exhibition of historic forestry practices 
is on permanent display in the ground floor gallery. The 
upstairs gallery also has a permanent display. 
 
Forestry Tasmania have taken over the management of the 
Heritage Centre and run it as a component of the Tahune Air 
Walk. The enterprise includes an informal tourist information 
centre. Ken Stronach is the current manager and he is 
contemplating opening up and activating the first floor gallery 
space in the future. 

Suitability for performance or film screenings 

The first floor gallery is extremely well designed for exhibitions, 
with plenty of uninterrupted wall space and a skylight for 
natural light as well as track-lighting. Much of the original 
architectural details are intact. 
 
There is a meeting room on the first floor with a large kitchen 
area adjoining which is an ideal space for meetings, clases and 
seminars, an operations centre or a catered event. 
 
There is a loading dock on the ground floor at the rear of the 
building. 
 

,

 

d Top: Ground floor forestry heritage 
exhibits 

Middle: First floor vestibule plaster-
work 
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The Heritage Centre building is not suitable as a 
performance space or for screening films. However, 
the Tahune Air Walk has performance spaces at their 
Southern Forests site on the Huon River. 

Contact  

Ken Stronach – Manager  
Tahune Air Walk  
0409415824  
ken.stronach@forestrytas.com.au 
 

Below: Panorama of first floor 
gallery 


